What You Can Do!

Because you are the Authority Having Jurisdiction, you are the one
who can make the biggest difference in the lives of hundreds of
elders now living in nursing homes. Many of these elders are of
such advanced age they may not live long enough to benefit from
these positive Life Safety Code revisions if the routine code adop-
tion process is followed.

That is why the Center for Medicare/Medicaid Services (CMS) has
issued a survey direction to all state agencies that certify nurs-
ing homes for federal reimbursement to permit a waiver based on
these four provisions of the Life Safety Code, 2012 edition. They
realize it may take several years to process a rule change from the
2000 edition to the 2012 edition and that this amount of time will be
harmful to the elders now living in nursing homes. Because of this,
CMS has created a legal method to allow designers to implement
these four revisions immediately without waiting for the adoption of
the complete 2012 edition.

But many state laws and rules will still not permit the use of these
revisions because the 2012 Life Safety Code has not yet been ad-
opted by many states. However, some states are quickly acting
to immediately implement these new Life Safety Code revisions,
by developing waiver provisions similar to those of CMS so these
revisions can be incorporated into current designs.

AHJ Action

Because the 2012 LSC will not be effective in Florida until the
end of 2014, please consider similar actions to allow these four
important fire safety provisions of NFPA 101 to be implemented
without further delay. NFPA 101, Section 1.4.3 Equivalent Compli-
ance, permits the AHJ to accept “Alternative systems, methods,
or devices... as being in compliance with this Code”. By accepting
these 4 stand alone revisions as equivalent to the 2009 LSC, you
will create an immediate and positive effect on the lives of elders
who live in the nursing homes you regulate, but who may not live
long enough to benefit from these revisions until the date this code
is finally enforced in Florida.

For further information on these important changes and for ways to
get involved in this historic work, please contact Cathy Lieblich at:
cathy.lieblich@pioneernetwork.net.

NEW

Fire Protection Codes
for Culture Change

NFPA 101 LIFE SAFETY CODE
2012 Edition

Something new and exciting has happened to the Life
Safety Code that will forever change nursing home
design for the better!

The 2012 edition has now made it possible to
create home environments for our elders.

Rothschild o T,

FOUNDATION
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